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TOTH GALLERY is pleased to exhibit a body of work by Tom Blachford for the first time in New York. 

 

The latest and Final release in Blachford’s long running project Midnight Modern will show at TOTH GALLERY (195 

Chrystie St. New York) October 2018. Loosening the shackles of Palm Springs and Mid Century Blachford’s new 

exhibition of 12 large scale works explores some of the outer reaches of the Modernist movement of architecture, 

captured using only the light of the full moon.  

 

Australian photographer Tom Blachford's long-running project ‘Midnight Modern’ is a surreal ode to the landscapes of 

California and its cache of pristine Modernist architecture. Shot entirely at night, bathed in moonlight, the homes, 

vintage cars, and scenery appear as if they have been captured in another dimension.  
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For Blachford these unique homes exist as the sets for infinite narratives, both real and imagined which the viewer is 

invited to script for themselves. Focusing this series on particularly alien landscapes and architecture the images evoke 

confusion, suspicion and wonder. Each image acts as a still frame for a story about to start, end or implode.  

 

California’s unique geography and climate gives rise to a distinct, deep blue sky; a midnight blue and moonlight ideal 

for this unique approach to architectural photography. The long exposure allows the camera to capture a world just 

beyond our perception and distill it into a single moment. Looking at the images it is easy to know where they were 

taken, but much more difficult to identify when, night or day, 2017, 1957 or 2027. In this sense the images act as portals 

in time where it seems these moments exist in all places at once.  

 

‘Midnight Modern’ has included Palm Springs most iconic properties: the Kaufmann Desert House, Edris House and 

Frank Sinatra’s Twin Palms Estate.  Blachford’s new and powerful ‘Midnight Modern IV’ will follow the path of 

Modernism to some of California’s most alien landscapes and extreme landscapes of Modernist architecture including 

John Lautner’s visionary Sheats Goldstein Residence, The Black Desert House by Oller and Pejic and The Bond Villan-

Esque Doolittle House by Kendrick Bangs-Kellogg 

 

The exhibition coincides with the re-release of Blachford’s sold out 2016 monograph of the series Midnight Modern 

published by PowerHouse publishers. 

 

       
 

 

 

 

October 18th — November 4th 2018 

Opening Reception Thursday October 18th, 7pm-10pm 

Publication details - Midnight Modern 

Hardcover, 14 x 9 1/2 inches, 144 pages ISBN: 978-1-57687-834-7, $120 AU 

WWW.TOTHGALLERY.COM 

@TOTHGALLERY 

@BLACHFORD 

 

For inquiries, images and interviews please contact – Mark Best: mark@blahpr.co.uk   


